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press release 2008 
 
 
 
new for 2008 
    
With almost 35 million visitors since it opened in 1987, Futuroscope, the second-
largest leisure park in France, is powering full steam ahead. Its success over the 
last 20 years is due to its niche position in the leisure industry that fulfils a dual 
vocation of fun and learning, and to its renewed content (50% new attractions in the 
last two years) combined with interactive fun that engages the senses to the 

delight of all our visitors. 

In 2008, Futuroscope will be continuing its strategy of renewing its attractions, a 
strategy built on quality and creativity. 

From February, Futuroscope will be expanding its range of new experiences that let 
visitors watch and take part in the action: Castle of Giddiness, Lapland Express, 
The Best of Dynamic Cinema, Dinosaurs and new experiences for all the family to 
enjoy in Children’s World. 

2008 is also the chance for Futuroscope to take the lead in the field of innovation 
and to strengthen its pledge to offer a view of the future now. It will be doing this as 
early as April 2008 when it unveils the ground-breaking entertainment concept of 
The Future is Wild. With its dedicated new attractions theatre, new technology and 
new content, this immersive, hands-on attraction will be the only one of its kind in 
the world. 

2008 is also an opportunity to discover or rediscover Star of the Future!, Dances 
with Robots, Travellers by Air and by Sea, Dynamic Vienne + added effects and the 
mind-blowing evening show that is The Forest of Dreams... Thrills, imagination and 
discovery, and more. 

In short, more than 30 experiences to enjoy with the family and which will allow us 
to excel, to explore the world in new ways, and to imagine what tomorrow will be like. 
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New - Dinosaurs 
230 million years ago, dinosaurs ruled the animal kingdom. Then, suddenly, 65 million 
years ago they disappeared. In this film, renowned palaeontologist Rodolfo Coria 
takes us back 80 million years, to Patagonia, in the footsteps of the largest 
dinosaurs to have walked upon the planet. We see the titanic herbivore 
Argentinosaurus and its carnivorous biped enemy Giganotosaurus come to massive 
life on the hemispherical screen in an amazing blend of real and computer-generated 
images that take us on an experience back in time to see how dinosaurs lived, 
evolved and became extinct. 
70 mm film, shown on a 9,700-ft² hemispherical screen. Running time: 25 minutes. 

 
New - Castle of Giddiness, the amazing world of Moebius 
This spectacular romp takes visitors on a dizzying, interactive adventure into the 
graphic world of the artist Moebius. Here, visitors venture through a route 
consisting of six imaginary worlds in search of the sweetheart of Major Grubert, the 
hero of The Airtight Garage albums by Moebius. As they travel across a city in 
chaos, the matrix labyrinth or the megalithic zone, visitors become bamboozled by 
the effects of their viewing glasses, losing their spatial and visual bearings until 
they have the uncanny feeling of walking on the ceiling and flying over or passing 
through matter. This immersive experience of the world of illusion is so outstanding 
it’s dizzying… 
Spectacular trail of discovery. Running time: 5 minutes. 

 
New - Lapland Express 
Futuroscope’s new dynamic-cinema adventure takes thrill fiends on a pulsating 
snowmobile expedition across the vast, wild expanses of Lapland, rocking and 
bouncing in their seats in time to the on-screen action as they join two reporters in 
a race against time to film the northern lights and send the images back before their 
television programme ends. To reach the site of this spectacular, natural 
phenomenon in time, viewers bomb along forest trails of the far North, and even 
over lakes and mountains. Shaken and exhilarated, their reward is the most dazzling 
firework show in the world! 
The seats are operated by hydraulic pistons to move in time with the on-screen action. 
Terms of admission: open to persons over 4 ft tall. Mothers-to-be and anyone suffering from a heart condition, back problems 
or travel sickness are strongly advised not to take part in this attraction. 
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New - Seeing the wood 
Open-air exhibition of 76 giant photos, in association with the CNDB (the French 
wood promotion board) and France Bois Forêt. 

A series of giant images showing architectural structures in wood and those who 
work in the wood trade gives visitors an insight into a building material that 
embodies the essence of sustainable development. 

 
New - The Best of Dynamic Cinema 
For 2008, Futuroscope brings visitors looking for an adrenalin high a new selection 
of dynamic adventures to enjoy on seats that move in time to the images. This year, 
visitors get to whiz through Devil’s Mine Ride, hurtle into the harrowing world of 
Superstition, and more. Each one is a speed-busting challenge that will test their 
nerve with all the extreme excitement they can handle. 
The seats are operated by hydraulic pistons to move in time with the on-screen action. Running 

time: 5 minutes. 
Terms of admission: open to persons over 4 ft tall. Mothers-to-be and anyone suffering from a heart condition, back problems 
or travel sickness are strongly advised not to take part in this attraction. 
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new games in Children’s World 
 
In 2008, Futuroscope gives kids and their families more of what 
they want by filling the two hectares of Children’s World with more 
new fun, creative and sporting activities that will work their minds 
and bodies. 
 
New - Budding Drivers, in association with MAIF 

Budding Drivers sends youngsters out behind the wheel into the traffic of a 
futuristic city. Driving through the circuit with its signs, traffic lights and many 
obstacles, young visitors get to learn about the highway code in a fun way that 
highlights road safety and promotes the sense of responsibility. 
For children aged 5 to 12. 

 

New - The Daredevils’ Quiz, in association with Smart us 

In this new and intelligent games area, children choose a challenge from the 
screen and off they go, dashing around to win territory, bouncing around on the 
interactive hopscotch grid in a test of speed and memory, and more! The 
technological style of this open-air games zone will energise the mind and the body 
so that kids learn while having fun. 
For children aged 5 to 12. 

 

New - The Volcano Slide 
What kind of strange volcano is this, bursting out of the ground in the middle of 
Children’s World? The bravest would-be mountaineers must hang on tight as they 
climb over 20 feet up to the top. Getting down is easy: just slide along the giant tunnel. 
For children aged 4 to 12. 

 

New - Objective Lyoko, in association with Code Lyoko 

Grown-ups will enjoy foam-ball fights in this covered area decorated in the colours 
of the animated series Code Lyoko, dodging, ducking and firing their foam guns in 
the middle of the arena or up on the balconies. Smaller kids will find interactive 
games that have been specially designed for them. 
For children aged 5 to 12. 
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not forgetting... the experiences 
visitors keep coming back for 
 
Dynamic Vienne + added effects 

One of the biggest crowd pleasers is enjoying a new lease of life! Since 2007, 
Dynamic Vienne has been dishing out even more special effects... 

As they sit in the seats that move in sync with on-screen action, visitors discover 
the charms of the Vienne countryside during a fantastic, fun and, literally, moving 
adventure. Daring visitors can now enjoy the experience in 4D with its added 
surprise effects, as wind, rain, smells and spatialised sound boost the adventure. 
Laughter and extreme thrills are guaranteed in this new type of sightseeing tour. 
The seats are operated by hydraulic pistons. 4D effects. Shown on a 3,230-ft² screen. 

Running time: 12 minutes. 

 
Journey into the Dark 

More than 300,000 visitors have already taken part in Futuroscope’s awareness-
raising presentation Journey into the Dark, a fun walk in the dark through a number 
of specially arranged zones prepared using objects, smells and sounds. 

Journey into the Dark is the brainchild of a partnership between the Paul Guinot 
association for the blind and Futuroscope. It provides a unique sensory trip into the 
unseen, an attraction in which visitors will look without seeing but discover so much. 
Visitors are led in groups of ten along the route by a blind guide, experiencing what 
daily life is like for those who cannot see. This attraction is a search for 
understanding and a voyage through the senses, letting visitors understand the 
world differently and learn to live together in a new way as they are spurred on by a 
hundred different stimuli composed of sound, smell and touch. 
 
Visitors will be asked to make a donation before the visit begins (4 € for adults/3 € for children aged 

7 and over and for groups). Profits are used to purchase colour sensors for the visually impaired. 

Duration: 20 minutes 

 

> Special press kit available on request 
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Mission: Eclabousse! 

An aquatic action adventure for all the family in which visitors navigate their way 
around an island on futuristic boats armed with water cannons, steering among the 
mist sprays, geysers and moving water jets. Their aim: hit the targets to trigger the 
aquatic surprises, and spray the other boats without getting sprayed themselves. 
But can they avoid the snipers lurking around the water’s edge? Guaranteed to end 
in floods of laughter! 
The boats hold up to four people. No age restrictions. 

 
Mystery of the Nile 

The Nile has exerted a tremendous lure over men for thousands of years. Mystery 
of the Nile uses a 6,500-ft² IMAX® flat screen to tell the epic journey of a team of 
explorers, led by the geophysicist Pasquale Scaturri and kayaker Gordon Brown, as 
they board their canoes to become the first people in history to descend the whole 
length of one of the most turbulent rivers in the world. From its source in the high 
plateaux of Ethiopia to the Mediterranean where “the river of life” reaches its 
journey’s end, Mystery of the Nile takes visitors on a dangerous human adventure 
and through the histories and cultures of the Ethiopian, Sudanese and Egyptian 
civilisations. A new homage to the splendours of the Nile, an adventure for all the 
family to enjoy. 
70-mm IMAX film shown on a 6,500-ft² flat screen equivalent in size to two tennis courts. 

Running time: 25 minutes. 

 
Deep Sea 3D 

The ocean abysses are home to fish, turtles, starfish, giant squid, jellyfish and other 
rare, sometimes startling, creatures. The large, IMAX® 3D images projected 
against the giant dome screen plunges visitors into the deep sea, into an intriguing 
and colourful world where the demands of the complex ecosystem condition the 
lives of its inhabitants. 67 different species of aquatic animal, from the Giant Pacific 
octopus to the mantis shrimp, neither of which have been shown on the big screen 
until now, treat visitors to a display of their most typical and sometimes most 
comical traits as they go about their daily lives. A fascinating dive into one of 
nature’s most amazing environments. 
Deep Sea 3D was directed by Howard Hall, a renowned director of photography who specialises in 

underwater photography. 

IMAX 3D film, shown on a 9,700-ft² hemispherical screen. Running time: 25 minutes. 
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Dances with Robots 

The showpiece attraction devised by Kamel Ouali 

In the vast, hip-looking ballroom, ten 23-ft-high articulated arms seem to burst from 
the ground and beckon visitors to take their seats in pairs in the giant palms. The 
metallic hands then gently close around those who are daring enough to brave this 
momentous experience. The music starts with a raï, waltz or rock-n-roll beat, and 
the chrome robots swing into action with surprising grace as they perform a vigorous 
airborne dance routine put together with adventurous style by Kamel Ouali. Up on 
the ceiling, an inflatable screen more than 100 ft long and 10 ft in diameter plays a 
series of five clips of Kamel Ouali and his troupe dancing in time to the robots. 

Visitors are at the mercy of the gigantic robot dancers as they are held aloft, swung 
around and buffeted in all directions to the sound of disco or waltz music. The 
movements are perfectly executed, sweeping and fast, as visitors find themselves 
gripped and let themselves be carried away by the excitement of these unexpected 
thrills. The robot dance troupe is powered by centrifugal and gravitational forces, 
and gives a feeling of power that will leave an equally big impression on the 
spectators watching from the overhead viewing balcony. 

10 robot arms articulated in 6 directions, accelerating up to 3G – tubular screen over 100 ft 

long 10 ft in diameter. 

Terms of admission: open to persons between 4 ft and 6 ft 5 inches tall. Mothers-to-be and anyone suffering from a heart 
condition, back problems or travel sickness are strongly advised not to take part in this attraction. 
Access for up to 5 wheelchairs on the viewing balcony. 

 
> Special press kit available on request 

 
Star of the Future! 

Visitors to Futuroscope can now land the starring role. This attraction lets them get 
in on the act, whisking them to the heart of the film-set action, giving them the 
chance to step out in front of the camera in a different type of audition... Here they 
can be the actors, discover the buzz on the set and the secrets behind the special 
effects, and rub shoulders with the stars. Quiet please and... action! 

Visit time: approx. 15 minutes. 

 
> Special press kit available on request 
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futuroscope, 
treat yourself to our new 
attractions, if you dare 
 

From the initial, straightforward idea of offering an enjoyable and enriching 
experience, Futuroscope has nurtured its daring approach and creative spirit to 
become what it is today: not just a place to visit; a place to share. Futuroscope is 
an experience to enjoy with friends and family. Coming here is a chance to 
recharge the batteries, to get away from the humdrum, to discover and experience, 
but most of all a chance to build a shared memory. 

Futuroscope is different; its difference lies in the variety and originality of the 
experiences it offers its visitors, in the combination of modernity and humanity, the 
perfect balance between thrills and discovery that are available at every stage of 
the visit, the joy it brings to people of all ages, but especially in the warmth of its 

welcome and the special bond it maintains with its visitors. 

Here you can act the star, test your physical prowess, stimulate the talents of your 
imagination, play the same games as your kids, jump into the 3D experience and 
explore new horizons, boogie with a giant robot, enjoy the magic of a live show 
together, taste the cuisine of the future, walk on the ceiling and into a world of 
illusion, see contemporary art in the open air, and, from April, go on a safari into the 
future thanks to the revolutionary technology of augmented reality... Futuroscope 
brings you more than 30 distinctive and amazing, immersive and hands-on experiences 
that let you play, explore, dream and excel. 


